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Located in the East Bay foothills of Oakland, California, this 1920’s single-family backyard was ripe for a re-de-
sign effort. With the foundation of several gathering spaces existing, (i.e.-lower patio, upper lawn above a short 
retaining wall, a small cottage at the same level, and terraced stone walls to a small seating area at the rear) the 
current owner wanted to upgrade the hardscape and landscape plan, while keeping a moderately sized lawn as 
the central feature. But, maintaining the lawn with their dogs continual tramping through, presented a chal-
lenge. dMb design was brought in to propose an alternative to a lawn solution, and to design additional features 
as shown in the concept plan to the right. 

Final Hardscape and Planting Plan with all new elements defined. Decomposed Granite, bender board edges, and flagstone locations all called out, 
along with new plant material common names and quantities.

A new idea was proposed, reducing the size of 
the central feature, with a mix of wild grasses 
extending out from the rear bed. A band of 
decomposed granite with strategically located 
flagstones, separates the planting areas and 
provides for a circulation path. A wine barrel 
serves as a focal point at one corner of the 
upper garden, and various accent shrubs are 
sprinkled throughout the terraces, providing a 
lush backdrop.

Photos show the installed landscape plan as designed by dMb design. 
The new central focal feature with it’s mix of grasses serves as an 
eye-catching element from any seating area of the yard. And the new 
decomposed granite pathway defines the edges, while also functioning 
as the main circulation from the patio to the upper seating areas. 




