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This residential property is located along the western shore of Lake Tahoe. An existing homesite, the en-
tire 125’ x 50’ lot was in need of some creative input, and organizing features. The front facade of the home 
is beautiful, with an existing deck for relaxation, and a small front yard mostly dominated by an asphalt 
driveway.The side yards are wide and nondescript, and in need of structure. The backyard was the area with 
the most opportunities. It’s a very wide open space (65’ x 50’), with visible neighbors on both sides, and 
unobstructive views through massive pine trees to a preserved open space. The challenge was to organize 
the desired activities to easily flow from  to the other, create screening elements on both sides, and preserve 
the open views towards the rear of the property, while allowing for an open lawn area for informal play.

The Conceptual Master Plan. Major features proposed: The asphaltic drive-
way is reduced in size, with a decorative walk added, and plantings proposed 
to soften the appearance of the front deck. New steps are added for side yard 
access, with flagstones set in a gravel pathway leading to the rear yard. An 
entry gate opens to reveal a substantial stone patio for several activities; a 
central fire pit for those cool nights, a separate lounge chair space for sunny 
days, and a large dining table with a BBQ pit nearby. A storage shed is 
located at the southwest corner, accessed by the gravel pathway. A large open 
lawn completes the flow of uses towards the rear of the property, and plant 
material is clustered to define the spaces and provide screening.    

The Revised Rear Yard Design- Several discussions resulted in an ex-
panded deck, and a smaller, re-configured patio. The deck will include 
spaces for a BBQ, a Sauna, a gathering space, and access to a hot tub 
with bench seating. The patio shape allows for separate uses, with a 
dynamic play on directional views. And the proposed shed moves clos-
er to the house for better functionality,while allowing for unobstructed 
views to the west..

Rear Deck Framing Plan- A working drawing concept plan to study, 
pier locations, timber sizes, and construction detailing. 
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